Level A Unit 6 – It’s our town 
Big Question – How are communities different? 
City Cat, Country Cat 
By Julius Lester
 Illustrated by Bill Mayer 

1. Once there were two cats, Duncan and Daria. They were brother and sister. When they were little, Daria went to live in a big city. 
2. Duncan went to live in a small town. They missed each other very much. One day Daria decided to go visit Duncan. 
3. Cats have a good sense of smell. 
4. Daria was not far from the city when her quivering nose smelled a sweet smell. 
5. She knew Duncan was near. 
6. They were so happy to see each other again. 
7. “Let me show you my community,” Duncan said to Daria.
8. He was very proud of his town. 
9. Duncan showed Daria the school. Then he showed her the hospital. 
10. Duncan and Daria walked by the store where people shopped, and the different houses where people, cats, and dogs lived.
11. “Isn’t this a great community?” exclaimed Duncan. “I love it here!”
12. Daria shook her head. “But everything is so small. And it is too quiet around here. You have to come see where I live. That is a real community.”
13. As soon as he got to the city, Duncan wanted to go home. 
14. The buildings were so tall, and there were do many loud people. 
15. It was so noisy that Daria had to shout to Duncan could hear her. 
16. Daria showed Duncan a school. “This is only one of six schools in my city,” she told him. “We have many schools.”
17. Then she showed him a hospital. “This is only one of many hospitals in my city,” she said. 
18. Daria showed him some of the many apartment buildings where people lived. She also showed him many stores. 
19. “Isn’t this a great community?” exclaimed Daria.
20. “I love it here!”
21. Duncan was trembling. “But everything is so big, and there is too much noise,” he said.
22. “Yes!” agreed Daria. “But every sound tells me something new.”
23. “It gives me a headache,” Duncan said. 
24. “I’m sorry,” Daria said. Then, she nuzzled him and made him feel safe. 
25. “Let me show you how to get back to your town,” Daria offered. 
26. When they reached the edge of the city, Duncan said to his sister, “I’m glad you are so happy in your community.”
27. “And I’m glad you are so happy in your community,” Daria replied. 
28. “If you ever need some quiet, come visit me,” Duncan offered.
29. “And if you ever want some excitement, come visit me,” said Daria. 
30. So Duncan and Daria went back to their communities, and each was happy that the other was happy. 

Questions to ask during reading:
1. Look at line 2, why did Daria and Duncan miss each other? (They were brother and sister but live in different communities.)

2. Look at line 12, Does Daria have fun in the small town? Why? (No.  She says it is too quiet.)

3. Look at line 21, What problem does Duncan have? (He is scared and wants to go home.) Why is he scared? (The city is too big and loud.)

4. Look at line 25, how does Daria help Duncan? (She shows him the way back to the country.) 

5. Look at lines 28 & 29, what kind of community is quiet? (Small towns) What kind of community is exciting? (Big cities)

6. Look at line 30, why are the cats happy for each other? (They are both happy in their own communities.) What do you think the lesson of the story is? What does the author want us to learn from it? (People live in different communities. Different people are happy in different communities.) 
